The development of melanin in the stria vascularis of the gerbil.
One factor that influences noise susceptibility is pigmentation. The aim of this study was to investigate the development of melanocytes, other melanin-containing cells and the amount of melanin in stria vascularis from birth to adult age in the gerbil which has a uniform pigmentation of the fur and eyes, is born without hearing but establishes hearing function at 14-18 days after birth. Changes in the melanin morphology, concentration and distribution have been correlated to the development of the inner ear and to the time period during which hearing function is established, which indicates that the melanocytes in stria vascularis are of importance for the hearing function.